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2010 Federal Election – Questions to the candidates
In 1967, when Jindabyne Dam was completed 99% of the Snowy River was captured by the Snowy Mountains Scheme. The mighty Snowy River became a swampy creek.

In 1996 scientists identified that 28% average annual flow was the MINIMUM required to restore the river.

In 2000, following a long community campaign, the Commonwealth, Victorian and NSW Governments signed an agreement to restore 28% flow to the Snowy River.

In 2002 the three governments passed the Snowy legislation, providing $375 million to return 21% to the Snowy River below Jindabyne Dam, increased flows to the Snowy montane rivers including the upper Snowy River in Kosciusko National Park, and 70 Gigalitres to the Murray River.

On the 28th August 2002 the first environmental flows were returned to the Snowy River when Mowamba Aqueduct was decommissioned. However three and a half years later on 31 January 2006 the aqueduct was re-commissioned and the Mowamba River was once again diverted back into Jindabyne Dam. The Snowy River has to repay Snowy Hydro Ltd from its annual environmental allocation all the water that flowed down the Mowamba River into the Snowy whilst the aqueduct was decommissioned. This is referred to as the Mowamba Borrowings Account. The repayment of the Borrowings Account is effectively capping Snowy River flows at 4% annually.

In November 2007 the Federal Labour candidate Mike Kelly matched a Coalition election promise made by the then member for Eden-Monaro, Gary Nairn, and then Minister for Water, Malcolm Turnbull, to provide an additional $50 million for Snowy River flows. (Labour did not match the Coalition’s promise to also establish a permanent environmental flow for the Mowamba River.)

However in 2010, nearly ten years after the first agreements were signed:

· Only 4% of average annual flow is being released to the Snowy River below Jindabyne Dam;

· The Upper Snowy River below Guthega and Island Bend Dams in Kosciuszko National Park has still not received any environmental flow; 

· Snowy Hydro Ltd has withheld approx.60 gigalitres of water savings owed to the Murray River;

· The Mowamba River has received no environmental flow since 31 January 2006.

Questions to the Candidates for Eden-Monaro and Gippsland.

If elected will you/your government:

1. Permanently decommission Mowamba Aqueduct?

2. Provide additional funds to Water for Rivers to ensure 21% ‘real water’ not paper water is returned to the Snowy River by 2012?

3. Negotiate the payout of the Mowamba Borrowings Account?

4. Negotiate with Victoria and NSW by 2012 to deliver the final promised 7% to return the full 28% minimum annual flow required to restore the Snowy River, including compensation arrangements with Snowy Hydro Ltd?

5. Return flows to the Upper Snowy in Kosciuszko National Park below Guthega Dam and Island Bend Dam as required by the Snowy Water Licence?

6. Undertake an independent inquiry into the expenditure of the $425 million provided for Snowy River (and River Murray) environmental flows?

7. Ensure that the River Murray Increased Flows environmental allocation is released annually and not withheld by Snowy Hydro Ltd?

The Snowy River must flow again.


