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NSW GOVERNMENT BREACHES SNOWY WATER LICENCE

The NSW Government has allegedly breached the Snowy Water Licence by giving effect to changes to the Licence that are contrary to the intergovernmental Deed with Victoria and the Commonwealth on the Snowy River signed in 2002.

The NSW Office of Water yesterday posted changes to the Snowy Water Licence that have not been ratified by Victoria and the Commonwealth despite those governments being co-shareholders of Snowy Hydro Ltd and joint signatories to the Snowy legislation that committed $425 million of taxpayers money to the restoration of the Snowy River.

Snowy River Alliance Chair, Mr. John Gallard, said that NSW’s unilateral action in changing the Water Licence following the Licence review would appear to place it in breach of the Snowy Water Licence. 

“The Licence provisions require that the Licence must not be inconsistent with the Snowy Water Inquiry Outcomes Implementation Deed (SWIOID). However NSW has amended the Licence to increase the base passing flow from Tantangra Dam into the Upper Murrumbidgee from 2GL per year to 29GL to permit increased diversion from the river for Cooma and Canberra’s water supply. This amendment makes the Licence inconsistent with the Deed.” 

“The irony is,” said Mr Gallard “that the Licence review is intended be a review of the Licence provisions relating only to the Snowy River Increased Flows not the Montane Rivers yet NSW has gone ahead in complete disregard of the requirements of the legislation and its co-shareholders and amended the Licence unilaterally.”

“The NSW Government has ignored the Snowy communities, rebuffed the Victorian and Commonwealth Governments’ recommended changes to the Licence to improve the health of the Snowy River and completely flouted the advice of the Snowy Scientific Committee,” said Ms. Louise Crisp Vice-chair of Snowy River Alliance. “NSW is only interested in diverting more water from the Snowy Scheme for town supplies. It has flagrantly disregarded its commitments to restore the Snowy River and in the process has put itself in breach of its own Licence and the tripartite Snowy agreements” said Ms Crisp.

“The Federal Minister for Water Senator Penny Wong must now step up for the Snowy River and ensure the Snowy legislation is complied with by NSW.”
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The Snowy River must flow again.


