Notice of Motion
Snowy Water License Review
Senator Rachel Siewert
I give notice that on the next day of sitting I shall move:
That the Senate
1) Notes the failure of the NSW Government to establish the Snowy River Scientific Committee in a timely fashion prior to the first Five-Year Review of the Snowy Water License (as required by the legislation);
2) Notes that a decision on whether to allow environmental water to be released to the Snowy River from Mowamba weir in addition to Jindabyne Dam would require at least six months to allow the Snowy Scientific Committee to complete further studies as required;
3) Notes that if a decision to amend the License to allow environmental water releases via Mowamba Weir as well as Jindabyne Dam is made after the finalisation of the Snowy Water License review this could result in substantial compensation needing to be provided to Snowy Hydro Ltd;
4) Calls on the Commonwealth Government to insist that the NSW Government delay finalisation of the Snowy Water License Review for at least six months, to allow the Snowy Scientific Committee to review the environmental benefits of permitting releases from Mowamba Weir, in order to make a decision on this issue during the time of the Review and thus avoid the risk of unnecessary compensation.
