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SNOWY RIVER ALLIANCE TAKES ON NSW GOVERNMENT OVER SNOWY WATER LICENCE

Snowy River Alliance (SRA) filed proceedings today in the Supreme Court of New South Wales against the NSW Water Administration Ministerial Corporation (who is the Minister for Water) over the Snowy Water Licence review.

SRA are requesting that the Supreme Court declare the NSW government’s first five-year review of the Snowy Water Licence invalid as it did not comply with the Snowy Hydro Corporatisation Act and consequently the Licence variations given effect on 1st May are also invalid and should be set aside.

“The Snowy Licence review has been a sham from the start,” said Mr. John Gallard, Chairman of Snowy River Alliance. “According to the Snowy Hydro Act the first five-year review of the Snowy Water Licence is a review of the Licence provisions relating to Snowy River environmental flows however the NSW government has addressed everything but the state of the Snowy River.”

“It is obvious that ten years after the original agreements were signed to restore the Snowy River the Snowy Water Licence has failed to deliver the legislated increased flows,” said Ms. Louise Crisp Vice-chair of the Alliance.

“The Snowy remains on 4% of average annual flow below Jindabyne Dam although the legislated target for June 2009 is 15% and by 2012 is 21%.”

 “The Licence review was the only opportunity to change the Licence and deliver real environmental outcomes to the Snowy River without triggering compensation to Snowy Hydro Ltd, yet the NSW Government turned its back on the river,” said Ms Crisp

“The continued inaction by the Victorian and the Commonwealth Government, joint signatories to the Snowy legislation, in the face of the NSW Government’s intransigence has been incredibly disappointing,” said Mr Gallard. “Snowy River Alliance has been left with no alternative but to initiate legal proceedings.”
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The Snowy River must flow again.


