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MEDIA RELEASE 
NSW Government Turns Down the Opportunity to Save the Snowy River and to Save the Taxpayer millions of dollars

The NSW government has completely ignored scientific and legal advice as well as submissions from the Victorian and Commonwealth Governments and from the Snowy communities in its Snowy Water Licence Review Report, finally released last week.

Snowy River Alliance has condemned the NSW Government for failing to recommend amendments to the Snowy Water Licence that would have ensured the survival of the Snowy River. “The NSW Government has simply turned down the opportunity to save the Snowy River and to save the taxpayer millions of dollars in compensation payable to Snowy Hydro Ltd,” said Chair of the Alliance, Mr. John Gallard.

“The first Five Year Review of the Snowy Water Licence provided the opportunity to amend the Licence to permit environmental releases to the Snowy River via Mowamba weir as well as Jindabyne Dam. Also to amend the Licence to include the scheduled Snowy River Increased Flows and Snowy Montane Rivers Increased Flows as mandatory minimum requirements to avoid the current situation where seven years on the Snowy River below Jindabyne Dam receives only 4% annual natural flow and sections of the upper Snowy remain a dry river bed.” 

“Why did the NSW Office of Water request advice from the NSW Environmental Defenders Office in July regarding reforms to the Licence to strengthen the environmental flows legislation and then ditch that advice?” asked Mr Gallard.

 “This Review was concerned specifically with the first releases of environmental flows to the Snowy River.  However the Review Report has proposed no action whatsoever to remedy the ongoing demise of the Snowy River due to continued low flows as has been clearly identified by the Snowy Scientific Committee’s 2008 Adequacy of Snowy River Flows report,” said Mr. Gallard.

“The Moonbah River is vital for the survival of the Snowy River yet the NSW Government has delayed making a decision on releasing flows from the Mooonbah River via Mowamba weir until 2012. The Review Report has recommended that the Snowy Scientific Committee undertake additional studies to inform the Government’s eventual decision.”

 “This is outrageous,” Mr Gallard said, “the Scientific Committee has already identified the valuable environmental contribution the Moonbah River could make to Snowy River environmental flows. Not only that but the Review Report is two years overdue – why then didn’t the NSW Government request additional information from the Snowy Scientific Committee during the Review period?”

“If a decision had been made by the NSW Government to amend the Snowy Water Licence now, then according to the Snowy Hydro Corporatisation Act, Snowy Hydro Ltd would not be owed compensation. Instead, as a consequence of delaying the decision on Mowamba the NSW Government has guaranteed that Snowy Hydro Ltd will receive a hefty payout when Mowamba Aqueduct is eventually decommissioned,” said Mr Gallard.

“The NSW Government has condemned the Snowy River to death by its inaction and it has guaranteed the taxpayer will be paying for it. If the NSW Government has to delay finalizing the Licence in order to provide adequate time for the Scientific Committee to provide additional scientific information on Mowamba then so be it,” said Mr Gallard “That would save taxpayers millions of dollars.” 

“Snowy River Alliance therefore calls on the Federal Minister for the Environment, Mr.Peter Garrett, who in his former role as President of the Australian Conservation Foundation was actively involved in the original campaign to save the Snowy River, to step in and insist the NSW Government amends the Snowy Water Licence in the best interests of the survival of the Snowy River.”  
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The Snowy River must flow again.


