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THE SNOWY RIVER MUST FLOW FROM SOURCE TO SEA

Chairman of Snowy River Alliance, Mr. John Gallard, today called for a spring snow melt release to be made into the upper Snowy River to deliver flows from its source on Mt Kosciuzko to the sea at Marlo in Victoria, for the first time in over forty years. 

“South-eastern Australia is soaking wet with the best rainfall in decades but the big man-made dry continues for the upper Snowy River despite heavy rain and a fantastic snow season in the Alps,” said Mr.Gallard.

“Ten years after the first intergovernmental agreements were signed to restore flows to the Snowy River, including the montane section of the river above Jindabyne Dam, the upper Snowy River in Kosciuzko National Park remains an environmental ruin.”

“However this year we have the perfect opportunity to rectify some of the damage and allow the Snowy River to flow for the first time in over forty years from its source to the sea,” said Mr Gallard. 

“Increased flows to the Snowy below Jindabyne Dam are scheduled for early November following the intergovernmental agreement made during the federal election campaign in August. Flows to the upper Snowy above Jindabyne must also be delivered in tandem with these planned releases,” Mr.Gallard urged.

“According to Snowy Hydro Ltd’s Water Licence the upper Snowy River below Guthega Dam should have received environmental flows from 2007/08 and below Island Bend Dam from 2009/10. Yet this water year 2010/11 there are still no increased flows allocated to these sections of the montane Snowy River,” said Vice-chair of the Alliance Ms. Louise Crisp.

“The three government shareholders of Snowy Hydro Ltd cannot permit the environmental damage occurring to the Snowy River in Koszkiusko National Park to continue,” said Ms. Crisp. “Snowy Hydro Ltd has failed to comply with their Licence requirements to deliver flows to the upper Snowy River.”

“The Water Ministers of Victoria, NSW and the Commonwealth must ensure that this year the Snowy River gets a drink from source to the sea for the first time since the first dam was completed on the Snowy River at Guthega in 1955.”
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The Snowy River must flow again.


