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Snowy Licence changes threaten releases for Murray irrigation and the environment.

The NSW Office of Water has been accused of attempting to force through major changes to the Snowy Water Licence, which threaten releases for irrigation and the environment, in the absence of the independent Snowy Scientific Committee. 

The Snowy Scientific Committee’s first three-year term expired on 16th May 2011 and no continuing Committee has been appointed.

The NSW Minister for Primary Industries Katrina Hodgkinson announced proposed changes to the Snowy Water Licence including provisions for the release of River Murray environmental flows on the 15th June with the deadline for comment the 15th July 2011.

“It would appear that the NSW Office of Water is trying to rush through complex changes to the Snowy Water Licence before re-appointing a Snowy Scientific Committee which is legislated to advise on all environmental releases from the Snowy Scheme,” said chair of Snowy River Alliance, Mr. John Gallard. “It suggests a deliberate attempt to shut out independent scientific comment.”

“The proposed changes to the Licence affect releases from the Snowy Scheme for both irrigation and the environment,” said Ms Louise Crisp Vice-chair of Snowy River Alliance.

 “In regard to irrigation releases the changes will allow Snowy Hydro Ltd to hive off water owed the western irrigators into a much reduced ‘Drought Account’ whilst at the same time holding out the carrot of increased pre-releases or so-called ‘Flexibility releases’ which will actually threaten the long-term security of the Required Annual Releases to irrigators in the Murray and Murrumbidgee,” said Ms. Crisp.

“Under the guise of flexibility, the NSW Office of Water is planning to hand over increased control of an increased volume of water to Snowy Hydro Ltd, including taxpayer funded water savings owed the Murray,” said Ms Crisp.

“In 2002 the Commonwealth Government funded Water for Rivers to the tune of $75million to return 70 gigalitres per annum to the Murray under the intergovernmental Snowy agreements. Snowy Hydro Ltd has only ever made one release from River Murray Increased Flows account.

The proposed Licence changes will further restrict releases of the taxpayer funded Murray environmental flows effectively eliminating any environmental releases during dry times when the river needs it most,” said Ms. Crisp.

“The proposed Licence changes will increase Snowy Hydro’s profits to the detriment of its Licence obligations to release water for irrigation and the environment,” said Ms Crisp.

“The NSW Office of Water is undertaking the consultation process in the absence of the independent Snowy Scientific Committee, just as it did with the first Five-Year review of the Licence which became mired in controversy and ended up in the NSW Supreme Court, “ concluded Mr Gallard.  “It is incumbent upon the Minister to ensure the immediate establishment of the Snowy Scientific Committee.”
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The Snowy River must flow again.


