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Snowy River legal case decision handed down

This morning Judge Hislop of the NSW Supreme Court dismissed  Snowy River Alliance’s legal challenge against the NSW Office of Water and Snowy Hydro Ltd over the first Five-year Review of the Snowy Water Licence.

Chair of Snowy River Alliance, Mr. John Gallard, said the Alliance had taken the court action because of the failure of the Snowy legislation to deliver real environmental flows to the Snowy River.

“Although this year has been one of the wettest on record, only 14% mean annual natural flow is being released below Jindabyne Dam and zero environmental flows are released to sections of the Snowy above Jindabyne Dam in Kosciusko National Park.”

“The first Five-Year Review of the Snowy Water Licence was the only time in the 75-year term of the licence that we could obtain improved environmental flows to the Snowy without the risk of triggering compensation to Snowy Hydro Ltd,” said Mr. Gallard. 

“The Snowy legislation whilst seriously flawed nevertheless requires certain procedural obligations of the NSW Government in undertaking the first Five-Year review of Snowy Hydro’s water licence. We strongly consider that those requirements have not been complied with, consequently Snowy River Alliance is now considering its legal options.”

“We have received considerable support from the NSW EDO in bringing the matter to the Supreme Court,” said Mr. Gallard.

“Snowy River Alliance remains deeply concerned about the future of the Snowy River and intends to continue the fight to restore the River.”
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The Snowy River must flow again.


