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NSW Government Must Immediately Re-Establish Snowy Scientific Committee 

At a community meeting in Orbost, on the Snowy River in East Gippsland, held Sunday 16th October, Snowy River Alliance called for the immediate re-establishment of the Snowy Scientific Committee.

“The independent Snowy Scientific Committee has a pivotal role in advising the NSW Government on the environmental releases to the Snowy River and other rivers affected by the Snowy Scheme,” said Mr. John Gallard, Chairperson Snowy River Alliance. 

“The Scientific Committee’s first three-year term expired in May this year and despite a commitment at the time from the NSW Minister for Energy Chris Hartcher and Minister for Primary Industries (Water) Katrina Hodgkinson, the Committee has still not been re-established,” said Mr. Gallard.

“It is disgraceful that the failure of the NSW and Victorian Governments to re-establish the Scientific Committee in a timely manner has resulted in no Scientific Committee being present to oversight the biggest environmental releases to the Snowy River since Jindabyne Dam was completed in 1967.”

 “The three shareholder governments of Snowy Hydro Ltd: Victoria, NSW and the Commonwealth have contributed $425 million of taxpayers money to increase environmental flows to the Snowy River and other rivers affected by the Snowy Scheme,” said Mr Gallard. “Yet we now have no Snowy Scientific Committee to provide advice to the NSW Office of Water on how to deliver the increased flows to achieve the greatest environmental benefit.”

“ The Snowy Scientific Committee should be already beginning to prepare the 2012-13 environmental flows release recommendations, which in previous years have been developed under an extremely tight schedule, to be ready by January next year.”

“The establishment of the Snowy Scientific Committee is required by the NSW Snowy Hydro Act,” said Mr Gallard. The Scientific Committee is crucial to the restoration of the Snowy River and it must be immediately re-established.” 
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The Snowy River must flow again.


