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Notes regarding the additional releases to be made to the Snowy River from Jindabyne Dam from 2nd to 12th November 2010.

The legislated target for Snowy River Increased Flows is 21% mean annual natural flow (MANF) below Jindabyne Dam by 2012 and 28% post-2012. 

The deal

The intergovernmental agreement, announced on August 11th 2010 during the federal election campaign to payout the remainder of the Mowamba Borrowings Account
 debt of 56.3 GL, will return an additional 24GL this water year 2010-11, and another 32 GL next water year 2011-12, to the Snowy River below Jindabyne Dam. Repayment of the Mowamba Borrowings Account had effectively capped
 Snowy River increased flows at 4% MANF. 

The Commonwealth Government agreed to pay $13.7m in compensation to Snowy Hydro Ltd for lost electricity generation and NSW and Victoria will source the temporary water to payout the Borrowings Account.

What it means for the Snowy below Jindabyne Dam

The 24GL additional water to be released this water year (2010-2011) is on top of the existing 4% MANF and will lift flows below Jindabyne Dam to 6% MANF
.

The additional 32GL in 2011-12 will lift flows another 3% to 9% MANF.

Snowy flows in 2011-12 are likely to be further increased by allocations being made on general security/low reliability entitlements for the first time.

What it means for the Snowy above Jindabyne Dam

However the Snowy River above Jindabyne Dam remains a headless river on two counts:

1. Ten years after the first Snowy agreements were signed in December 2000, the Upper Snowy River in Kosciusko National Park has still not received any increased flows.

2. The Mowamba River, which acted as a surrogate headwaters for the Snowy from 28th August 2002 to 31 Jane 2006, has been re-diverted back into Jindabyne Dam.

According to the Snowy Water Licence (2002), the montane upper Snowy River above Jindabyne Dam was due to receive increased flows as follows:

· Snowy River below Guthega Dam by 2007-08 of up to 25GL, rising to 30GL in 2010-11

· Snowy River below Island Bend Dam by 2009/10 of up to 6GL, rising to 25GL in 2010-11.

No environmental flows have been released to the montane Snowy River above Jindabyne Dam in Kosciusko National Park whatsoever and none are planned for release in 2010-11.

The deal relative to Snowy Montane Rivers and River Murray annual allocations

The Snowy Montane Rivers annual allocation is proportional to the Snowy River below Jindabyne Dam annual allocation. The River Murray is also allocated 1GL to every 2GL allocated to the Snowy River below Jindabyne Dam (up to 70GL/yr to the Murray).

Therefore the Snowy Montane Rivers and the River Murray should have also received a proportional increase to their annual allocation for this water year relative to the 24GL increase allocated to the Snowy below Jindabyne. 

The NSW Office of Water has not released any information in this regard.

NSW’s share of the temporary water is water already owed the Snowy

The NSW Minister for Water stated in September
 that NSW’s share of the temporary water to pay out the Borrowings Account would be sourced from Barren Box Swamp project in the Murrumbidgee valley. However, the Barren Box Swamp project has been listed on the Snowy environmental entitlement register since 2005/06, i.e. it is a permanent entitlement for the Snowy River. In 2006/07 the Snowy received a full allocation on the 20GL of entitlement from that project. Since then the NSW Office of water has made no allocation at all on it despite the fact that similar conveyance water in the Murrumbidgee in 2009/10 had 95% allocation on entitlement and Murrumbidgee Irrigators had 20GL of temporary water for sale. 

Has the NSW Government sourced its share of the temporary water required to pay out Borrowings Account, from Barren Box Swamp when that water should have been released down the Snowy River for the past three years?

The environmental flow targets for the Snowy are very low 

In 1996 the Expert Panel identified that the equivalent of 28% MANF was required below Jindabyne Dam to restore the ecological health of the Snowy. There has been no review of the flow requirements of the Snowy River since then. 

The NSW Water Management Act (2000) water sharing rules require 56-80% of river flow to be retained in the river.

The Snowy legislation of 2002 completely reverses this proportion i.e. the three governments have only funded the restoration of 21% MANF to the Snowy River. 

In the 1999 Victorian election Craig Ingram Independent MP for East Gippsland was elected on a platform of returning 28% to the Snowy below Jindabyne Dam.

Steve Bracks won government with Mr. Ingram’s support based on the Labour Party’s commitment to return 28%. However the eventual agreements only funded the return of 21% not 28%. The legislated long-term target of 28% MANF below Jindabyne Dam remains un-funded. 

Now eleven years on, it is incumbent upon the Victorian Labour Government to give a commitment to return 28% by 2015.
Review of the 75-year Snowy Water Licence

The NSW Government ignored the opportunity to review the adequacy of current Snowy River Increased Flows (SRIF) during its recent Snowy Water Licence review, even though according to the legislation the first five-year review is specifically a review of the SRIF provisions of the Licence. The NSW Government did not propose any variations to the Licence that would remedy the environmental degradation of the Snowy due to continued low flows. The Commonwealth has since agreed to the Licence variations unilaterally given effect by the NSW Government on 1st May 2010.

The Victorian Government has not given its agreement to the Licence variations, citing the outstanding issue of releases via Mowamba weir.

Snowy River Alliance has instigated legal proceedings in the NSW Supreme Court against NSW Government and Snowy Hydro Ltd over the validity of the Licence review and the Licence variations. 

The additional Snowy releases below Jindabyne delivered in November 2010 relative to pre-dam spring flows.

As part of the additional increased releases to be delivered to the Snowy from the 2nd November, the highest flows of 3,000mgl/d will be released for four days from Friday 5th November. This volume is equivalent to the daily volume that occurred in the Snowy below Jindabyne pre-Dam as a daily base flow throughout the months of spring. Floods on top of that base flow were up to 25 – 30,000 mgl/d i.e. up to ten times the volume

Information on NSW Office of Water website re: Snowy environmental flows is incomplete

Snowy River environmental flows information was first posted on the NSW Office of Water website in October 2009. However the 2009-10 Summary of Snowy entitlements and releases did not include details of the River Murray planned annual releases or the Snowy Montane Rivers annual allocations or planned releases.

To date, this water year 2010-11, the Office of Water has not updated the Summary of entitlements and releases on its Snowy Initiative website even though the Water Year began on 1st May. 
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� The Mowamba Borrowings Account refers to the water that flowed down the Mowamba River into the Snowy below Jindabyne Dam from 28th August 2002 to 31 January 2006 when the Mowamba Aqueduct was closed to return the first environmental flows to the Snowy. This water was deemed a ‘debt’ to be repaid from the Snowy River annual allocation once water savings were acquired in the west to off-set the increased Snowy flows. Note that more than 40,000GL have been ‘borrowed’ from the Snowy River since 1967 but none of this had to be repaid by Snowy Hydro.


� See Snowy Scientific Committee report: The Mowamba Borrow and its effect on rehabilitating the Snowy River, Dec 2009.


� 6% MANF is the exact same volume of water that the Victorian Premier Steve Bracks announced at Mowamba Weir on 28th August 2002, would be delivered to the Snowy with the de-commissioning of Mowamba Aqueduct that year.





� NSW Budget Estimates 16 September 2010





The Snowy River must flow again.


