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MEDIA RELEASE


 EXTEND SNOWY WATER LICENCE REVIEW CONSULTATION BY SIX MONTHS
Snowy River Alliance today called on the NSW Minister for Water Philip Costa to show he is serious about saving the Snowy River and extend the consultation period of the Snowy Water Licence Review by a minimum of six months.

The NSW Government recently released the Final Report of the Five Year Review of the Snowy Water Licence, almost two years overdue. The deadline for public comment on the proposed amendments to the Licence is 18th December. The review report recommended that investigation into decommissioning Mowamba Aqueduct be delayed until 2012

“It is imperative that the NSW Government extends the consultation period on the proposed Licence amendments by at least six months to enable the Snowy Scientific Commitee to undertake additional studies on the environmental benefits of releases via Mowamba Weir to the Snowy River, now not in three years time” said Mr. John Gallard Chair of Snowy River Alliance. “It is in the public interest that a decision on Mowamba is made during the current Review to avoid the potential for compensation to Snowy Hydro Ltd.”

“The Snowy Scientific Committee’s report, Adequacy of environmental releases to the Snowy River, October 2008, has already identified the valuable environmental contribution the Mowamba flows could provide to the Snowy River. The Adequacy of flows report also highlighted the urgent need for major increased flows to the Snowy River in the next 1-2 years. A three-year delay in making a decision on Mowamba will guarantee the continued degradation of the Snowy River,” said Mr Gallard. “If Minister Costa is serious about saving the Snowy River he must act now and direct the Office of Water to support the Scientific Committee to undertake whatever additional research is required. The Minister must guarantee that the Licence Review is not finalized prior to the Scientific Committee’s studies being completed.”

“The Review report stated that further scientific studies were required but they could not be concluded before finalisation of the review. This is a  poor excuse for continued failure to act in the best environmental interests of the Snowy River,” said Mr Gallard. “The NSW Government has already had more than sufficient time for additional research on Mowamba to be undertaken. The Review report was released two years late and the Snowy Scientific Committee was established five and a half years late. If the NSW Government had complied with its own legislation the Snowy Scientific Committee would have been established in June 2002 and would have already produced a number of State of Environment reports on the Snowy River and its catchments and had more than adequate time to include additional research on Mowamba if required.”

“The Office of Water also had more than sufficient time to request that the Snowy Scientific Committee undertake any ‘further scientific studies’ during the Review period if they considered it necessary. Why hasn’t it done so?” asked Mr Gallard.

“According to the Snowy legislation, if the Licence is amended at any time other than following the current Review then compensation to Snowy Hydro Ltd may be triggered. By delaying a decision on Mowamba until 2012 the NSW Government is guaranteeing a big payout to Snowy Hydro.” 

“The NSW Government must extend the Review consultation period to provide adequate time for the Scientific Committee to undertake the required research to inform a decision on Mowamba now not in 2012,” reiterated Mr. Gallard. “The long-term survival of the Snowy River depends on an effective Snowy Water Licence that delivers the best environmental outcomes for the Snowy River. Those decisions should be made during the current Review, not delayed whilst the condition of the Snowy River worsens.” 
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The Snowy River must flow again.


