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NSW thumbs its nose at Commonwealth and Victoria over 

Snowy Water Licence
Snowy River Alliance has condemned the NSW Government’s flagrant disregard of intergovernmental agreements on the Snowy River in its unilateral action to alter the Snowy Water Licence without the approval of Victoria and the Commonwealth  

“The Commonwealth and Victorian Governments continue to sit on their hands while the NSW Office of Water moves ahead with plans to amend the Snowy Water Licence without their approval despite being joint signatories to the Snowy agreements,” said Mr. John Gallard, Chair of Snowy River Alliance.

“In its submission to the proposed variations of the Snowy Water Licence, the Commonwealth Government endorsed Victoria’s recommendation, that NSW amend the Licence to permit environmental releases to the Snowy River via Mowamba Weir as well as Jindabyne Dam. The Commonwealth requested that if NSW did not make such an amendment to the Licence that a written explanation should be provided.”

“Instead the NSW Office of Water has thumbed its nose at the Commonwealth Government and sent it the same form letter as was sent to everyone else who had made a submission to the proposed Licence variations. The letter advises that the NSW Minister for Water intends to effect amendments to the Snowy Water Licence by 1st May this year. The Commonwealth Government has not even received a draft of the proposed variations the NSW Minister plans to implement,” said Mr. Gallard.

 “The current Licence has failed to deliver the improved environmental outcomes to the Snowy River that were promised nearly ten years ago and the recent changes to the Licence proposed by NSW following the Licence Review do nothing whatsoever to remedy this,” said Ms. Louise Crisp Vice-chair of Snowy River Alliance. “However, the NSW Office of Water intends to amend the Licence to hugely increase flows from Tantangra Dam, solely to divert more water from the Murrumidgee River for Cooma and Canberra’s water supply.  Meanwhile the Snowy River languishes on barely 4% annual natural flow below Jindabyne Dam.” 

“Snowy River Alliance wrote to the chairman of the Snowy Community Advisory Group (SCAG) two months ago requesting that he convene a meeting of the SCAG with our local Federal Member and the appropriate Ministers to discuss the NSW Government’s proposed changes to the Snowy Water Licence,” said Ms. Crisp. “We have still not received an answer and SCAG are effectively isolated from the role Dr Mike Kelly intended it to perform when he established the advisory group. What are Mike Kelly and the Minister for Water Penny Wong going to do to ensure that the NSW Government complies with their own statutes and fulfills its obligations under the joint government agreements to restore the Snowy?”

 “Are the Victorian and the Commonwealth Governments going to stand by while the NSW Government proceeds to amend the Snowy Water Licence in complete contravention of the Snowy legislation, to the detriment of the Snowy River?” asked Mr. Gallard. 
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The Snowy River must flow again.


