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Welcome to the latest edition of the Snowy River Alliance Newsletter.  Sometimes it feels like there's not much going on but then it's newsletter time and we realise that on all fronts there has been some action and change.

On a personal note, two members of our hard working committee, Max and Zara have been very ill. Not that it has stopped either of them between bouts! We send our heartfelt wishes for speedy recovery to both our precious battlers. 

Back to business.........

Water for Rivers (the Joint Govt.  Enterprise renamed)

Whilst this body was very slow to get started 'Water for Rivers" is really moving in a positive direction with strength and determination.  The Snowy River Alliance did not meet them at the end of last year as hoped and we were feeling left out of the loop and rather pessimistic.  However, having spoken to Neville Smith the C E 0 - optimism has replaced pessimism and hope of actually achieving the original goals as set out in the Heads of Agreement seems very likely.  The target for 28/6/05 (being 3 years since corporatisation) was to achieve 57 gigalitres (G/L) of water savings.  This has been reached with 19 G/L going to the Murray River and 38 G/L to the Snowy River.  The next target, set for 28/6/08 is to achieve 212 G/L by 2008.  The Water for Rivers team is being very innovative in their plans and methods using technological advances to our benefit and they believe they will reach their target on time.  Considering they were able to reach their first target in 18 months, the Snowy River Alliance is very hopeful.  We will invite them to send a representative to Snowy River Day in Dalgety on 28th August this year.  We have every confidence in Richard Bull (the Chair) and his team to achieve a favourable outcome for the Snowy River.

Jindabyne Dam Wall - Structural Changes

Snowy Hydro Limited (SHL) has been unable to complete the necessary structural changes to Jindabyne dam wall in time to deliver environmental flows by 28th June this year.  They had to build an uptake tower, to take the water from the top level of the dam, and a tunnel under the dam wall, to deliver the water into the Snowy River.  It is a complicated project and they have hit a lot of loose rock, which has had to be stabilised.  They expect the tunnel to be ready by December, this year.

Mowamba River Aqueduct - The campaign continues

Luckily SHL can continue to deliver the environmental flows via the Mowamba River, as they have been doing since corporatisation, in 2002.  The 38 G/L that has been saved by Water for Rivers is the exact amount the Mowamba River can provide naturally (as long as it rains an average amount per annum). The Snowy River Alliance is in fact glad the SHL is behind schedule with the restructuring of the dam wall. We do not want the recommissioning of the Mowamba River Aqueduct.  We do not want water taken out of the Mowamba River and  put into the Jindabyne Dam so that it can go through the tunnel and into the Snowy River.  When more water savings are made, that exceed the 38 GL, that water will need to go through the tunnel and over the dam wall. But for now the Mowamba River does the best job possible in delivering a natural flow of water into the Snowy River.  If there is a shortfall due to lack of rain, then the difference can be made up once the tunnel is completed in December.  That way we are assured of receiving the full 38 GL of water that has been saved for the Snowy River.

Since the decommissioning of the aqueduct in mid 2002, the Snowy River has received all the natural flow of the Mowamba instead of it being redirected to the Jindabyne Dam.  Because of the drought, we have never received the full 38 G/L but the natural flow, with daily variability and its connection to a natural catchment has had a positive impact.  New banks are beginning to form, the channel is beginning to deepen and the potential for recolonisation of macro-invertebrate life and fish is there. (Just add more water)

The Snowy River Alliance has continued its campaign to keep the Mowamba River flowing naturally into the Snowy River.  Glenice White and Jo Garland went to Sydney and met with representatives of the Premier's Dept, Nathan Rees and the Environment Dept, Anna York.  It was a very positive meeting, although we are still waiting for confirmation that SHL will receive compensation and the Snowy River will receive the unimpeded natural flow of the Mowamba River forever.

Sole Gas Plant - adjacent to Corringle Creek (tributary of the Snowy River) 

Santos, Australia's third largest oil and gas company, informed the local community on the 8th June 2005 that it would insist on its legal right to expand the gas processing facilities on the banks of the Snowy River Estuary.

In a recent press release, Mr John Ellis Flint, Managing Director of Santos, stated his company's intention to develop the site into the gas processing hub for Eastern Bass Strait.

The Santos vision for the Snowy River is an enormous contradiction to the program of environmental improvement pledged by state and federal governments, especially as the Sole Well has been found to contain hydrogen sulphide.

There are alternative sites available that would allow Santos to grow its project without risking the health of the river.  It would be unconscionable for those who care for the Snowy River to remain silent now that future development intentions have been made clear.

Please contact your local State and Federal representatives and voice your concerns about the building of a petro- chemical plant as an extension to the already present gas plant situated in the estuary (swamp) of the Snowy River on the banks of Corringle Creek.  The Corringle Creek and the surrounding wet lands are amongst the most important fish and eel nurseries on the eastern seaboard of Australia.

The Snowy River Alliance believes that the placing of a petro-chemical plant is environmentally undesirable in this locality and that the Victorian and Commonwealth governments should be reassessing the situation with views to revoking the permits to build on this particular site. 

"Snowy River Story" by Claire Miller - launch at Dalgety

Excellent reading and a very good source of information for anyone wanting to know how the small communities on the Snowy River won such an important environmental issue against the odds.

We had a book launch in Dalgety.  It was well attended by about 100 people - including the Victorian Minister Candy Broad, member for East Gippsland Craig Ingram and the Federal Minister Nick Minchin - all key players in the restructuring of the Snowy Hydro Agreements.  It was great to get everyone together for a yarn.

At Orbost – the launch of the “Snowy River Story” in Orbost (Victoria) and the Exhibition in words and pictures of the fight to restore the environmental flow back to the SNowy River.

The lovely new Orbost Exhibition Centre was the perfect venue for the Orbost launch of Claire Miller's book 'The Snowy River Story'. The afternoon was attended by many people both local and from other places and the book has generated much interest in "how the water was won" for the Snowy River.  Claire, Craig Ingram Member for Gippsland East, and Gilbert Richardson were the guest speakers and the Women of the Snowy River along with Sue Legge,(daughter of Gilbert Richardson) from Bete Bolong(on the Snowy River) sang songs of the Snowy River journey to the assembly of people.

Ruth Hanson, the curator of the Orbost Exhibition Centre, and her band of happy helpers had assembled a magnificent exhibition explaining in words and pictures, the natural history of the Snowy River with the tortuous story of the efforts of the people of Orbost in Victoria, and Dalgety in NSW to have a river restored to ecological sustainability.  In other words the fight to restore a greater flow of water into the Snowy against strong political opposition.

Ruth garnered the help of the children from local primary schools too, and their stories pertaining to the River along with their paintings added depth and fun to the exhibition.  The photographic story of the worrying potential for damage to the estuary from the present gas plant and possible construction of a petro-chemical plant on the Corringle Creek was also an important part of the "Snowy River Story" exhibition.

The Snowy River Alliance would like to congratulate Claire Miller on the publishing of her very readable and very well researched book.  We know how much effort she put into making it as accurate and credible as she possibly could, and we know of the energy Claire needed to drive all those thousands of kilometres to meet up with the people mentioned throughout the story.  The research into the natural history of the river and its indigenous peoples was also a big challenge for her and we must thank her husband Chris Agar and their family for making the sacrifices needed to help her write and finish the book.  "The Snowy River Story" is a fine historical document and text book.

Our congratulations to Ruth Hanson also for putting such a fine “Snowy River Story” exhibition together. She has a wonderful imagination and obvious expertise to be able to display such an informative collection of data past and present into an interesting story. Well done Ruth.
Snowy River Festival - Dalgety - Past and Future

In December 2004, we had a 3 day festival here in Dalgety, organised by the Chamber of Commerce.  Lots of horse events including the stockman’s challenge with whip cracking, river crossings and camp pitching.  The Man from Snowy River rides again.  It was very exciting and inspiring. 

This year a similar event will be held on November llth-13th, in conjunction with the Food Fair.  It will be a great weekend - no doubt about it.  Come along and join in the fun.

Snowy River Festival - held in Orbost during the last week-end in October 2004

The Festival was organised by the Rotary Club of Orbost and extended over a week. The main activity days were Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  There were many and varied displays including - A very colourful street parade, lead by a float depicting "More water for the Snowy", also a Highland Pipe Band, plus more displays featuring past, and present history of the Snowy River.  Primary school children featured in the parade and participated in most events.  

At other locations many items of interest included - Uniting Church Flower show, Art display, Quilting exhibition, Canoeing down the Snowy, Huge Market Day at the Slab Hut, Vintage car display, Muffin baking competition at the Orbost Angling Club House, and more.

A great weekend was enjoyed by the locals and many visitors from other places. We will let you know if one will be held in 2005.

Snowy River Day - Sunday 28th August 2005 at Dalgety

As the structural changes to the Jindabyne Dam Wall aren't yet complete, we won't have to go to the dam wall and protest the re-commissioning of the Mowamba River aqueduct!!!! The environmental flows will continue to flow down the Moonbah and into the Snowy River at least until December.  Hopefully by then the Premiers of NSW and Victoria will have announced that the Mowamba River aqueduct will never be reinstalled and the Mowamba River will continue to flow at full strength and breathe life into the Snowy River.

We will invite the Premiers to Dalgety for the day as we invite all of you folk.  Good food, music, information update on the progress of the River's rehabilitation.  We will have some original footage from the 1940's of the Snowy River being canoed down in flood times from the source to the mouth.  The last of Gordon Ballard's mates, John Ekins has been found in Cooma with the old film on video.

We are most optimistic about Snowy River Day 2005 - a celebration of 3 years since corporatisation and with a bit more water under the bridge.  The future of the river looks sparkling. Please come along and join us in the celebration.

Membership of the Snowy River Alliance

Thanks to everyone for your continued support.

The A.G.M will be held this year in Orbost during October 2005.

PLEASE come along and lend us a hand.

It's your continuing INTEREST and MEMBERSHIP that allows the Alliance to stay in existence.  There is still a long way to go before we get that 28% flow back into the river.

Membership Fees for 2005 to 2006 1st July 2005 to 30th  June 2006


Individual




 $15


Households




 $20


Community Groups and Small Business
 $50


Corporations




$500

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU SOMEWHERE ON THE SNOWY RIVER SOON

JO GARLAND               EDITOR
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