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Thank you to the Mayor, Councillors and General Manager for the opportunity to speak at this Council meeting on the issue of cloud seeding in the Snowy Mountains.
I am speaking on behalf of the members of the Dalgety and District Community Association and the Snowy River Alliance. Last Thursday at the Dalgety and District Community Association Annual General Meeting it was unanimously agreed that "the Dalgety & District Community Association opposes cloud seeding as we can see no benefit on present evidence and as it may reduce the present rainfall over the Monaro to the residents detriment".
We have come to this conclusion by reading the information available over the internet, including the Snowy Hydro web-site and by speaking with various people from the Bureau of Meteorology and the CSIRO.

Australia's peak scientific research body, the CSIRO, does not support cloud seeding on mainland Australia. From past experiments over 60 years, it has found that cloud seeding is very expensive with no conclusive evidence that it works. CSIRO has put forward guidelines for monitoring future cloud seeding trials in order to ensure that meaningful statistical results are produced to prove or disprove the theory but warns that an increase of 10% rain per cloud would take at least 20 years to verify.

The Dalgety and District Community Association's concern is that precipitation would be reduced on the rain shadowed Monaro. The farmers could ill afford this. Our present average is 18 inches per annum and the idea of allowing Snowy Hydro Ltd to take the moisture out of the clouds before they reach us is beyond consideration. We find it difficult to believe that there is research showing that downwind areas receive the same or more rainfall than average, when there is little statistical proof that cloud seeding even works on the target area. We have graphs from Snowy Hydro's web site that show a deterioration in water storage yields across the southern regions of Australia since 1975, which includes Tasmania. Cloud seeding appears not to have made any difference to the Tasmanian figures.
If it works at all, cloud seeding needs very specific conditions. Tasmania is completely

different to the Snowy Mountains. It has marine clouds coming across the Indian Ocean and bumping into Tasmania with high moisture content. The Snowy Mountains has much drier continental clouds. According to John Forrest MP the only way it could work in mainland Austraiia is with the use of a hi-tech interpretive radar system called "Titan". This pinpoints the exact spot in the cloud and the time and amount of silver iodide needed to produce rain. It

is very expensive to buy and to work at optimum level Australia would need an overall better

radar network. He aiso suggests that continental ciouds such as ours are better top-seeded from above by aeroplanes with pyro-technic flares rather than bottom seeded by generators.

With all the information gathered the Dalgety & District Community Association comes to the following conclusion:


· At the best Snowy Hydro Ltd's cloud seeding trials will be a waste of taxpayers money

· At worst will rob the Monaro of life giving moisture whether it be in the fonn of rain, fog, mists or dew.

We know from personal experience that inaction by the community in the past has led to a loss which has caused irreparabie damage to the peopie and iandscape of the Monaro and we must be very cautious not to give away our natural bounty again.

              Hence we request the Snowy River Shire Council to withdraw officially its support for Snowy Hydro Ltd's cloud seeding trials.
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