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      MEDIA RELEASE                          Thursday 2nd June, 2011

SNOWY FLOWS AT LAST – Are we There Yet?
Snowy River Alliance is celebrating reports (Weekly Times 1st June) that the Snowy River below Jindabyne Dam will receive a big increase in flows this year, with a 152gigalitres (GL) environmental allocation due to be released over the next 12 months.

“This is very welcome news,” said Mr. John Gallard, Chair of the Snowy River Alliance, “the total releases to the Snowy below Jindabyne for the 2011-12 Water Year will be equivalent to approximately 14% average annual natural flow, up from 6% last year, and half way to getting the minimum environmental flow of 28%.”  

“Congratulations are due to the original Snowy campaigners of the 1990’s including the Dalgety and District Community Association, Snowy River Alliance, the Snowy communities and members of the public and other groups who fought for an increase in flows to the Snowy River when many people said it would be an impossible task, ” said Mr. Gallard.

“At that time the Snowy below Jindabyne Dam received only 1% of its mean annual natural flow (since completion of Jindabyne Dam in 1967) and the river was in serious decline. In 1996 the Expert Panel of scientists identified that flows equivalent 28% flow below Jindabyne Dam was the MINIMUM environmental flow required to restore the river and the Snowy campaigners fought for this minimum flow to be delivered. In 1999 Steve Bracks’ Labour Party won government in Victoria with the support of local Independent Craig Ingram on a commitment to return 28% flow to the Snowy below Jindabyne Dam. In 2002 intergovernmental legislation was passed which included funding to return 212GL or 21% by 2012. The minimum 28% was never funded.”

“The increased flows this year are an exciting step along the way to returning a genuine environmental flow to the Snowy River and we are optimistic that next year may see even higher flows. However we are really only half way there,” said Mr. Gallard.

“A number of outstanding issues remain:

· In the long-term it is unlikely that the Snowy will ever receive more than 15% flow from Jindabyne Dam – firstly, because almost half the entitlements obtained by Water for Rivers in the Murray and Murrumbidgee to off-set increased Snowy flows, are general security or low reliability entitlements, which only receive significant allocations in exceptional years. (This year has been the wettest for decades with a La Nina event like that of nearly forty years ago when the Snowy last spilled from Jindabyne Dam in 1974-75 and again in 1975-76.) Secondly, because after 2012 all the entitlements will be converted up to the equivalent of 142 GL of high security entitlements. This means there will be a decrease in the total volume of entitlements but an increase in reliability i.e. less water but on a more regular basis. 

Is less than 15% flow below Jindabyne enough for the river to survive on? According to the science, definitely not.

· Snowy Hydro Ltd has failed to deliver increased flows to the Snowy River above Jindabyne Dam proportional to the releases below Jindabyne Dam as required by its Snowy Water Licence.  Increased flows should have been delivered to the upper Snowy below Guthega dam from 2007/08 and from below Island Bend Dam from 2009/10.

However no flows whatsoever have been delivered to these montane sections of the Snowy River in Kosciusko National Park.

Whilst the Murray, Murrumbidgee and Tumut Rivers were all bursting their banks this summer, sections of the upper Snowy above Jindabyne Dam were totally bone dry! The continued lack of connectivity between the headwaters and rest of the Snowy River jeopardises the environmental restoration of the river and is a breach of the intergovernmental Snowy agreements.

· There is still a serious lack of accountability and transparency regarding Snowy environmental releases. In July 2009 the then NSW Minister for Water Philip Costa gave a public commitment to provide details of the Snowy water savings projects entitlements and annual allocations on the NSW Office of Water website. In September 2009 limited details for the 2009-10 Water year were posted on the Office of Water’s Snowy Initiative website. Since then the Summary of Snowy entitlements and releases has not been updated (as of June 1st), despite repeated requests over the past 12 months by Snowy River Alliance.”

“ We look forward to the increased flows to be released this year bringing long overdue improved environmental outcomes for the Snowy as well as much-needed economic benefits to the Snowy River communities. Snowy River Alliance will continue to campaign for the return of the minimum environmental flow of 28% below Jindabyne Dam in real water not paper water; and increased flows to the montane Snowy River above Jindabyne in Kosciusko National Park to re-establish river connectivity including the permanent de-commissioning of Mowamba Aqueduct,” concluded Mr. Gallard. 
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The Snowy River must flow again.


